Introduced by Council Members Schellenberg, Boyer, Gulliford, Jones, Redman, Lumb, Daniels, Crescimbeni, Love, Brown, Clark, Anderson, Bishop, Carter, Joost, Yarborough, Lee and Holt: 

RESOLUTION 2015-302
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND NUMEROUS ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF JACK DEMETREE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Jack Charles Demetree was born in Tallahassee, graduated from Leon County High School, enlisted in the United States Air Force just as World War II was ending, attended Florida State University on the G.I. Bill and earned his law degree from the University of Florida; and


WHEREAS, moving to Jacksonville after law school, Mr. Demetree practiced law for only six months before the Korean conflict erupted and he returned to active duty in the Air Force flying P-51s and the first generation of jet fighters during the conflict and later in the Florida Air National Guard throughout the 1950s; and


WHEREAS, in the 1960s he joined his brother Bill Demetree’s construction company that built numerous projects in Georgia, Florida and Puerto Rico, and in the 1980s formed Demetree Brothers with his three sons, a development company that soon diversified into fields as wide-ranging as cable television, specialty chemicals and banking; and 


WHEREAS, Jack Demetree’s well-known business acumen led to his appointment by Governor Reubin Askew to the Florida Board of Business Regulation and the Governor’s Council of 100, and by Governor Jeb Bush to the Board of Trustees of the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind and to the board of the Jacksonville Airport Authority; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Demetree’s leadership roles in civic and charitable organizations are too numerous to list completely, but include serving as a Trustee of University Hospital and on the board of St. Vincent’s Medical Center; as a founding member of both the Tournament Players Club, Hidden Hills Country Club and the Pablo Creek Golf Club; President of the Jacksonville YMCA; President of the North Florida Council of the Boy Scouts of America; Founding Director of the Guardian Catholic Schools and Chairman of the Finance Committee of the Catholic Foundation of the Diocese of St. Augustine, and many, many more; and

WHEREAS, Jack Demetree contributed immeasurably to Jacksonville’s growth and progress in many different ways, and had a lifelong reputation for honesty, integrity and religious faith, and his decades of wise counsel and stewardship will be greatly missed; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and countless achievements of Jack Demetree and extends to his family, friends and associates its sincere condolences on the passing of this Jacksonville legend. Mr. Demetree’s influence and example will be long remembered by all who knew and respected him.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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